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Amendmfe nts to the nairw^y ; 

ms listmg of claims will replace all prior versions, and Ustings. of claims in the 

application: 

Listing of ClaiTiifi? 

Claim 1 (Canceled) 

Claim 2 CCuirently Amended): ^ "nhirlr iT. Innl , ,Mj, Uo^. 

ir-A vehicle hruiy ^ Hvation ^ iavioA compriCTTifT- 

a^ least Qi,e hoi^ ^«vinfr ^ lowrr o.r1 pivotallv .n.r^ . ^ to . v.h;H. f^ ^. 
upper end oivotallv attt^c-ht-A tf» « Hump h»^y. 

at lea,t gnc hinpe assembly for attaching th. ^.,^p ^odv tn th. v.>.,v.,. 
hinge assembly havii^ ^ lowered nosMfion wh.^^n .^^^ b^^v .nK.t..t;.n^, 
horizontal and . raided position wherein . W nn^..n »f fa^^y 
lusher than a rear portion of the d.mt> hnrlv. and wh^.,n .h. ,,,,, 
lZ fi4Yis elevated olcar of a r,,nr hi, mner mounted nn tK. fr,^,. 

wh^in the hinpe assrmhfy moves hoth fh. fr^^ t and th. .... 
gump body upwatdlv while pivotint> the dun.p h^ y . ^ e rai.erf j ^^^*;^. 
wherein the hinge assembly fefe^F comprises: 
a fiont link member pivotally mounted to the dump body; 
a main link member having a first end pivotaJly attached to die fiont link member 
a secondend pivotally mounted to the vehicle frame, and an attachment means disposed ' 
therebetween for pivotal attachment to a rear link member. 

the rear link member having a first end attached to a center linking member, and a 
second end pivotally mounted to the dump body; and 

wherein an end of the center linking member comprises a mounting means for 
attachment to the vehicle frame. 
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Claim 3 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 2, wherein 
the rear link member is pivotally attached to the attachment means of the main link 
member at about the center of the rear lied; member. 

Claim 4 (Previously Presented): A vehicle dxmip body elevation device according to 
claim 3, wherein the attachment means is a pivot mount fixedly attached to the main link 
member 

Claim 5 (Previously Presented): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to 
claim 2, wherein the at least one hoist is disposed between a fijst hinge assembly and a 
second hinge assembly. 

Claim 6 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 5, wherein 
the front link members are pivotally mounted to an underside of the dump body. 

Claim 7 (Original) A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 6, wherein 
at least one torsion bar is disposed between and attached to the first hinge assembly and 
tlie second hinge assembly. 

Claim 8 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 7, wherein 
the center linking member comprises a first end pivotally attached to the rear link 
member and a second end pivotally mounted to the vehicle fi'ame. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to etoim 
4- claim 2, wherein the hoist comprises a scissor hoist mechanism. 

Claim 10 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 9, 
wherein the scissor hoist mechanism has a range of motion up to about 180 degrees. 
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Claim 1 1 (Previously Presented): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to 
claim 1 0, wherein the scissor hoist mechanism comprises: 

a channeled hinge having a first inwardly extending end and a second upwardly 
extending end defining a space therebetween, wherein each upwardly extending end has 
an xqypcr pivot pin and a lower pivot pin extending outwardly therefrom; 

two lower scissor arms, each comprising a first end pivotally attached to one said 
lower pivot pin and a second end pivotally attached to the vehicle frame; 

two upper scissor arms, each comprising a first end pivotally attached to one said 
upper pivot pin and a second end pivotally attached to the dump body; 

a lifting means for moving the scissor hoist mechanism from a closed position to 
an open position, wherein the lifting means is disposed between the lower scissor aims 
and the upper scissor arms, and wherein the lifting means comprises a base end pivotally 
attached to the lower scissor arms and an extending end pivotally attached to the upper 



scissor arms. 



Claim 12 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device accordmg to claim 1 1. 
wherein each second end of each upper scissor aim is pivotaUy attached to the underside 
of the dump body. 

Claim 1 3 (Previously Presented): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to 
claim 12, wherein at least one said lower pivot pin extends beyond the coirespondmg 
lower scissor arm. 

Claim 14 (Previously Presented): A vehicle dump body elevation device accoiding to 
claim 13, wherein at least one said upper scissor arm comprises a pivot block means for 
selectively pivoting the two upper scissor arms and the two lower scissor aims about the 
upper pivot pins and the lower pivot pins. 
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Claim 15 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 14. 
wherein the lifting means has an extended position whei^in an extending member is 
disposed within the space defined by the upwardly extending ends of the chamieled 
hinge. 

Claim 16 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 15. 
wherein the «rtended position of the lifting means orients the scissor anns at about' 1 80 



Claim 17 (Original): A vehicle dimip body elevation device according to claim 16, 
wherein the scissor hoist mechanism further comprises at least one safety pin for securing 
the hoist in the open position. 

Claim 18 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 16, 
vy*erein the lifting means is a hydraulic cylinder. 

Claim 19(0riginal): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 18. 
wherein the hydraulic cylinder is a single acting hydraulic cylinder. 

Claim 20 (Original): A vehicle dump body elevation device according to claim 19, 
^vherein the hydraulic cylinder comprises a housing having an air vent disposed thaein, 
and a low pressure hose having a first end attached to the air vent, wherein the hydraulic 
cylinder is vented through the low pressure hose, and outwani through a second end of 
the low pressure hose into a reservoir. 

Claim 21 (Canceled) 
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Claim 22 (Cwrently Amended): A Icit oooordiixg to olaim A kit for modifying g 
vehicle to function as a dump truck, the Icit comprising: 

at least one hoist having a first means for pivotal attachment to the vehicle frame 
and a second means for pivotal atta chment to a dump bodv: 

at least one hinge assembly to move a dimjp body between a lowered position, 
wherein the dump bo dy is substantially horizontal, and a raised position, wherein a front 
portion of the dump b odv is elevated higher than a rear portion of the dump body, and 
wherein the rear portion of the diunp bodv is elevated clear of a rear bumper mounted on 
a vehicle frame; 

wherein the hi nge assembly moves both the front and the rear oortions of the 
dump bodv upwardly , while pivo tinp; the dnrYi p body to an angled position: 
wherein the hinge assembly comprises: 
a front link member pivotally mounted to the dump body; 

a main link member having a first end pivotally attached to the front link member, 
a second end pivotally mounted to the vehicle frame, and an attachment means disposed 
tlierebetween for pivotal attachment to a rear link member; 

the rear link member having a first end attached to a center linking member, and a 
second end pivotally mounted to the dump body; and 

wherein an end of the center linking member comprises a mounting means for 
attachment to the vehicle frame. 

Claim 23 (Cuirently Amended): A v e hiolo dump body elevation device kit according to 
claim 22, wherem the rear link member is pivotally attached to the attachment means of 
the main linlc member at about the center of the rear link member. 

Claim 24 (Currently Amended): A v e hicl e dump body olovation dovico kit according to 
claim 23^ wherein the attachment means is a pivot mount fixedly attached to the main 
link member. 
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Clain.25(Cun««lyAm«.ded): A «. accprdtog u. cteta 22. «he«ta *e ki, flrt>er 
hinge assembly. 

Claim 26 (Original): A M. ««rding to clai^ 25, ft. Id, iteh„ comprise, a, 

l=aa one tor«on bar dispo»,d bcK«en and attaclKd » ftc to. l^ge asaembly and the 

second hinge assembly. 

CIdm 27 (ftevi,™^, F^d): A ki. accoritag ,o clai>„ 26, whe™. each tont link 

■^mberfbrAer^mpriae,, tetmoundng means for pivoalaoadnnen. .oannnd=side 
01 the dump body. 

Claim 28 (Previously IWed): A lei. according ,„ eWm 27, whe«in d.e «™.r linking 
m«nb.r is p, vouUy ««cl,ed to *e rear link member and Jtel.er c«npris.s a mousing 
means for pivotal attachment to the vehicle frame. 

Chdn. 29 (Cu™«iy Amended): Aki.aeoo«lingtoehi««dfiiiaa,^a«hoi„ 

IS a scissor hoist mechajiism. 

Claim 30 (Original): A kit according to dainx 29, whe^ the ^issor hoist mechanism 
has a range of motion up to about 180 degrees. 

Claim31 (Previously Presented): A khaceording to claim 30. wherein the sdssorhoi^ 

mechanism comprises: 

a channeled hinge having a iirst upwa«lly extending end and a second upwardly 
extending end defining a space therebetween, wherein each npwardly extending end has 
an upper pivot pin and a lower pivot pin extending outwardly therefrom; 
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two lower scissor artns» each comprising a first end pivotally attached to a lower 
pivot pin and a second end having a lower scissor arm mounting means'for pivotal 
attachment to the vehicle £rame; 

two upper scissor arms, each comprising a first end pivotally attached to an upper 
pivot pin and a second end having an upper scissor aim mounting means for pivotal 
attachment to the dump body; and 

a lifting means for moving the scissor hoist mechanism from a closed position to 
an open position, wherein the lifting means is disposed between the lower scissor arms 
and the upper scissor arms, the lifting means having a base end pivotally attached to the 
lower scissor amis and an extending end pivotally attached to the upper scissor arms. 

Claim 32 (Previously Presented): A kit according to claim 3 1 , wherein each second end 
of each upper scissor arm mounting means is pivotally attached to the underside of the 
dump body. 

Claim 33 (Original): A kit according to claim 32, wherein the lifting means has an 
extended position wherein an extending member is disposed within the space defined by 
the upwardly extending ends of the channeled hinge. 

Claim 34 (Original): A kit according to claim 33, wherein the extended position of the 
lifting means orients the scissor anns at about 1 80 degrees. 

Claim 35 (Previously Pxesented): A kit according to claim 34, wherein the scissor hoist 
mechanism ft^rther comprises at lea^t one safety pin for securing the hoist in the open 
position. 

Claim 36 (Original): A kit according to claim 34, wherein the lifting means is a 
hydraulic cylinder. 
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Claim 37 (Original): A kit according to claim 36, wherein the hydraulic cylinder is a 
single acting hydraulic cylinder. 

Claim 38 (Original): A kit according to claim 37, wherein the hydraulic cylinder 
comprises a housing having an air vent disposed therein, and a low pressure hose having 
a first end attached to the air vent, wherein the hydraulic cylinder is vented through the 
low pressure hose, and outward through a second end of the low pressure hose into a 
reservoir. 

Claim 39 (Canceled) 

Claim 40 (Currently Amended): Tho mothod according to oiQin ^^gr -A method of 
converting a fixed bed vehicle to a dump truck, the method comprising; 
^) removing a fixed bed from the fixed bed vehicle: 

b^ providing a vehicle dump body elevation device comprising at least one hinge 
assembly to move a dump body between a lowered position wherein the dump bodv is 
substantially horizontal, and a raised position wherein a front portion of the dump body is 
elevated higher than a rear oortjon of the dump bodv, and wherein the rear portion of the 
dump bodv is elevated clear of a rear bumper mounted on the vehicle fiame: 

wherein the hinge assembly moves both the front and the rear portions of the 
dump bodv upwardly, while pivoting the dump bodv to the raised position: and 

at least one hoist having a first means for pivotal attachment to the vehicle frflmR 
and a second means for pivotal attachment to the dump bodv: 

c^ mounting the hinge a ssembly to the vehicle frame wherein the hinge assembly 
is pivotally mounted to the vehicle frame; 

d) mounting the h oist to the vehicle frame: and 

e) mounting the hinge assembly and the hoist to the dump bodv. 
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Claim 41 (Currently Amended): The method Qooording to claim ^O, A method of 
convertmg a fixed bed vehicle to a dum p truck, the method comprising: 

a ) removmg a IBxed bed from the fixed bed vehicle: 

providing a vehicle dump bodv elevation device comprising at least one hinge 
assembly to move a dump body between a lowered posit ion wherei n the dump body is 
substantially horizontal, and a rai sed position wherein a front portion of the d ump bodv is 
elevated higher than a rear portion of the dump bodv, and wherein the rear portion of the 
dmnp bodv is elevated clear of a rear bumper mounted on the vehicle frame; 

wherein the hinge assembly moves both the front and the rear portions of the 
dump bodv upwardly, while pivoting the dump bodv to the rais ed position: and 

at least one hoist having a first means for pivotal attachment to the vehicle firone 
and a second means for pivotal attachment to the dump body; 

c^ mounting the hinge assembly to the vehicle frame; 

d^ mountiiig the hoist to the vehicle frame wherein the hoist is pivotally mounted 
to the vehicle frame^and 

e^ mounting the hinge a<;semblv and the hoist to the dump bodv. 

Claim 42 (Original): The method according to claim 41, wherein the hinge assembly and 
the hoist are pivotally mounted to the dump body. 

Claim 43 (Original): The method according to claim 42, wherein the hinge assembly and 
the hoist are pivotally mounted to the underside of the dump body. 
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